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Dear Friends,

Over the course of my
career as a curator, I’ve
worked with cultural 

organizations and artists all over our
city. 
After seeing countless projects
brought to life by the materials and
programs at Materials for the Arts
(MFTA), I can say without exaggeration:
this is one of the most beloved parts of
our agency. Mention MFTA in a room
full of New York City artists, and you
are guaranteed a round of applause.
One of the many joys of returning to the
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs
(DCLA) as commissioner is that I get to
spend more time at the MFTA
warehouse. When budgets are tight
and projects seem impossible — 
MFTA can open doors to new
possibilities. Last year, MFTA collected
over 2.4 million pounds of materials
and gave them a second life in the
hands of artists, students, educators,
and cultural workers around the city.
From MFTA’s partnership with MOME
to expand relationships in the film,
television, and theater industries, to
the creation of the Designer-in-
Residence, Young Designers, and
Repair program, the amazing team at
MFTA continues to consider ways to
expand its support for artists and
young New Yorkers.

DCLA Commissioner Diya Vij. Photo courtesy of DCLA.

“Materials for the Arts
brings affordability to

studios, galleries,
stages, and classrooms

across the city while
also pointing us to a

greener, more
sustainable future.”
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Sincerely, 

Diya Vij 
Commissioner
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs
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I would like to thank the Friends of
Materials for the Arts board of
directors for their dedication to
MFTA’s work. I am also grateful to the
material and financial donors for their
continued support and advocacy. And
none of this would be possible without
MFTA Executive Director Tara
Sansone’s expansive and generous
vision, and the staff’s unwavering
dedication to this mission and spirit of
this place. On behalf of all New Yorkers
— thank you. 

Affordability is at the heart of the
Mamdani Administration’s agenda to
build a city where New Yorkers of all
backgrounds can live and work with
dignity. Materials for the Arts brings
affordability to studios, galleries,
stages, and classrooms across the city
while also pointing us to a greener,
more sustainable future. As
Commissioner, I continue to ask what
a city built by and for artists looks like.
Continuing to support MFTA’s work is
one key answer to this.
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ear Friends,

This year, our walls came tumbling
down — literally! With the support of
renowned firm CO Adaptive, we were
fortunate enough to expand our
facilities to unify our various
programs —Artist-in-Residence
program, Designer-in-Residence
program, the Repair program, and our
Young Designers program— into one
place, fostering collaboration and
cross-pollination among MFTA’s
residency programs. In alignment
with MFTA’s mission and CO
Adaptive’s commitment to reducing
the carbon impact of the building
sector, the firm designed and built the
new studio space in MFTA’s
warehouse made entirely from
reused, donated, and salvaged
materials, sourced mostly from our
35,000-square-foot sustainability
warehouse. For the first time, the new
studio space unifies all of our
pioneering residency programs in one
place.  

MFTA Executive Director, Tara Sansone. Photo courtesy of MFTA. 

“...Our work is ever-evolving,
and what once originated as
a community-sourced
refrigerator has grown into
a full-scale operation
dedicated to diverting an
average of four million
pounds of materials from
landfills which serves New
Yorkers across the five
boroughs.”

I would like to express my
gratitude for the public-
private partnership
between  Materials for the
Arts and Friends of
Materials for the Arts. 

D
We know better than anyone that it
takes a village, and it's the combination
of these two entities that helps us
champion our mission as well as we do.

4
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and I could not be more grateful for
the expanding reach of our
programming. At MFTA, every day is
an opportunity to positively impact
New Yorkers, and with the help of our
team, we’re so fortunate to do just
that.  

I find this physical transformation of
our space a compelling analogy for our
organization’s growth. Initially our
front office, this space became a pallet
room for large-quantity donations, and
now serves as an incubator for
creativity as various artists and
designers come through our
warehouse and transform our gallery
with their work. Similarly, our work is
ever-evolving, and what once
originated as a community-sourced
refrigerator has grown into a full-scale
operation dedicated to diverting an
average of four million pounds of
materials from landfill which serve
New Yorkers across the five boroughs. 

Tara Sansone
Executive Director 
Materials for the Arts From redesigning our space to bolstering

our workforce development programs
(Repair Program, Young Designers
program) to showcasing artists like
Daveed Baptiste, Magda Love, Natsuki
Takauji, and more,  

‘Til Next Time,

Executive Director Tara Sansone and MFTA founder Angela Fremont. Photo courtesy of MFTA.Executive Director Tara Sansone and MFTA founder Angela Fremont. Photo courtesy of MFTA.
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Mission

Materials for the Arts (MFTA) is a program of the NYC Department of
Cultural Affairs and New York City’s premier creative 
reuse center. From our warehouse to all five boroughs, 
we connect and inspire local students and teachers, 
artists and non-profits, with materials and programs 
to imagine a more creative and sustainable future.

Friends of Materials for the Arts (FOMA) is MFTA’s non-profit
partner, supporting and guiding the organization’s major
initiatives and goals.

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT
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Arts Organizations
44.3%

Department of
Education

33%

Nonprofit Organizations
16.4%

City Agencies
6.2%

MFTA services over 5,000 member
organizations, and in 2025, 1,921 member
organizations came to shop at the MFTA
warehouse. 

In 2025, we provided 2,349,907 lbs. of
supplies valued at  $15,297,316.22  to our
member organizations free of charge. 

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

MFTA’s membership base represent a
diverse range of organizations across
New York City. All boroughs, budgets, and
communities can find what they need
through our online and warehouse
services.  

MFTA Member
Organizations Who
Shopped at MFTA in 2025

MFTA 
RECIPIENTS
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-1608 Donors
-5000 membership organizations
-1921 groups shopped in 2025

In 2025:
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 MFTA’s Latest Members in 2025

Accra Literacy
Adany Association
American Ballet Theatre
American Liberty Ballet
American Passage
AMT Theater
Animal Care Centers of NYC - Queens Animal
     Care Center
Anna Veedra Virtual Drawing Workshop
Around The Block
Artemis Is Burning
Artistic Freedom Initiative
Artists For Humanity
Asociacion De Mujeres Afrodescendientes
Astoria Filmmakers Club
Ballet Imagination
Bedford Stuyvesant Family Health Center
Bedlam
Black Public Media
Black Theatre United
BOOKME Foundation
Borough Community Action Network (BCAN)
Boshi's Place
Bowery Gallery
Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens
Boys Hope Girls Hope New York
Butterfly Noir
Cameron Barnett Company
Center for the Preservation of Artists'                     
     Legacies
Center for the Women of NY
Church of the Advent Hope | Carnegie Hill                          
    Concerts
Circle of Trust
Circle Up! Youth Restorative Justice Arts
City Growers
Climate Film Festival (CFF)
Community Arts Commission
Community Center Services Organization
    (CCSO)
Community in Particular
Community Mediation Services - Family      
    Enrichment Center of Elmhurst & Corona
Conrad Poppenhusen Association
Craig Maldonado LLC
Crossroads Art Club
Cuala Foundation
Culture & Arts Policy Institute
Delgracia Corp
Divine Riot
Dominicans Love Haitians Movement (DLHM)
Elie Enterprises
Eno River Players
Eutopia Rising
Exceptional Artists Foundation
FDNY - Bureau of Communications
FDNY - Bureau of Facilities Management
FDNY - Counseling Support Unit (CSU)
Federation of Italian American    
    Organizations of Brooklyn (FIAO)

Few Pennies Theatricals
FIT - Dept of English & Communication 
 Studies
Flow by Lian
Flushing House
Forest House of Manhattan
Gallery 23 NY
GAUDANSE
Genspace
GG & POP Institute
Girls Inc of NYC
Goddard Riverside - Community Arts
Program
Good Apples Collective
Greater Miracles
H.E.A.L.T.H for Youths
Harlem Art Collective
Human Connections Arts
Independent Curators International (ICI)
Inform Your Community
Inspiration Point Center For the Arts
Inter-Grant Fest at Arts On Site
International Girls Ensemble
International Human Rights Art Movement
Inwood Art Works
Jackie Robinson Park Conservancy
JCCGCI - Project HOPE
JLN Arts Education & Development Fund
Kids Program Providers
Kindred Bakery BK
Kinetic Light
Kings Against Violence Initiative (KAVI)
KOPCORP
Krymov Lab
LaGuardia Community College - The
Wellness Center (CUNY)
Lewis Latimer House Museum
LIFE Camp Inc.
Lithuanian Alliance Of America
Loco-Motion Dance Theatre for Children
Louis Armstrong House Museum
Lower East Side Printshop
Lucille Lortel Theatre
Lutheran Social Services of New York
Making Our Space
Marcus Garvey Tenant Association
Midsummer
Mil Mundos En Comun
Motivational Monsters
Moxie Arts NY
Mur
Music Art Puppet Sound (MAPS)
National Jazz Museum in Harlem
National Parks of New York Harbor
New Relic Theatre
New Renaissance Arts Center of New York
New York Center for Interpersonal 
     Development (NYCID)
New York Circus Project
New York City Children's Theater
New York Latin American Art Triennial 
     (NYLAAT)

New York Public Library - Clason's Point 
 Branch
New York Public Library - Morningside 
 Heights
New York Public Library - Morrisania 
 Library
New York Public Library - Mulberry Street 
 Library
New York Public Library - Spuyten Duyvil
North Brooklyn Community Boathouse
Notch Theatre Company
NY Guild of Handweavers
NYC ACS Division of Child and Family Well-
     Being
NYC Commission on Gender Equity
NYC Dept of Environmental Protection -
Bureau of Public Affairs & Communications
NYC Dept of Parks & Recreation - Arsenal 
     West
NYC Dept of Parks & Recreation - Gertrude 
     Recreation Center
NYC Dept of Parks & Recreation - Queens 
     Recreation Division
NYC DOE - District 28
NYC DOE - Office of Safety and Youth 
     Development - Restorative Justice
Expansion
NYC DOE - Queens Alternate Learning 
     Center - Linden Academy
NYC DOE - Queens South Special Education 
     Team
NYC DOE K129 -Success Academy Cobble 
     Hill Elementary School
NYC DOE K301 - PS 301 Restoration 
     Academy
NYC DOE K368 - PS 368 @ P120
NYC DOE K428 - Global Innovators Academy
NYC DOE K674 - City Polytechnic High School
NYC DOE K776 - Brooklyn Prospect 
     Downtown Middle School
NYC DOE K863 - Pre-K Center At Bishop Ford 
     School Site
NYC DOE K937 - Brooklyn RISE Charter
NYC DOE K939 - P.S. 939 Sunset School of 
      Cultural Learning
NYC DOE K953 - The East New York Arts and 
     Civics High School ( TEACH)
NYC DOE K965 - Bard High School Early 
     College Brooklyn
NYC DOE LYFE Program - Prospect Heights 
     Educational Campus
NYC DOE LYFE Program - Springfield High 
     School
NYC DOE M065 - Democracy Prep 
     Endurance High School
NYC DOE M297 - MS 297
NYC DOE Q321 - Growing Up Green I Middle 
     School
NYC DOE Q367 - Motion Picture Technical 
     High School
NYC DOE Q419 - MS 419

MFTA serves over 5,000 member organizations. Below are our latest member
organizations, which are just a fraction of the various institutions that benefit
from our services. 
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 MFTA’s Latest Members 
NYC DOE Q423 - Central Queens Academy 
 Charter School II - Elementary
NYC DOE Q429 - I.S 429
NYC DOE R088 - Staten Island Hebrew Public 
 Charter School
NYC DOE X190 - E.S.M.T- I.S. 190
NYC DOE X255 - Bronx Charter School for 
 Excellence 1 Middle
NYC DOE X393 - University Prep Charter 
 High School
NYC DOE X472 - Family Life Charter School
III
NYC DOE X483 - The Matilda Avenue School
NYC DOE X535 - Rose Hill Pre-K Center
NYC DOE X705 - Family Life Academy 
     Charter School - Elementary
NYC DOE Z075 - District 20 Pre-K Center At 
     21 Bay 11th Street
NYC DOE Z121 - District 2 Pre-K Center At 
     252 East 57 Street
NYC Fair Trade Coalition
NYC Health + Hospitals - Elmhurst -Libertas 
     Center for Human Rights
NYCHA - Office of Public Private 
     Partnerships
NYP Brooklyn Methodist Hospital
NYPS Family Community Engagement & 
     External Affairs
Ocean Bay Community Development Older 
      Adult Center
Octavia Project
Odyssey House
Onassis ONX Studio
Opening Act
Opera Praktikos
Oruga International
Out of the Box Theatrics
Palooza Foundation
PANO Network, Inc.
PHLI - Brooklyn Community Recovery Center
PinProductions
Positive Exposure
Producer Hub
Project Luz Inc
Project Open
Queens College - Dept of Athletics (Summer 
     Camp)
Queens Public Library - Peninsula Branch
Queens Public Library - Whitestone Branch
Red Hook Community Business Alliance
Rockaway Film Festival
RudduR Dance
Satellite Art Show
SBIDC
Seamen's Society for Children and Families
Senior Theater Acting Repertory (STAR)
Servicio de Educacion Basica
Sisters Evangelist Association
Smashworks Dance
Society of American Graphic Artists (SAGA)
Sound Mind Live
South Side Art & Action
Stony Brook University - Film Program 
     (SUNY)

Sybarite Productions
Temple Guaracy New York (TGNY)
The Acting Company
The Afterschool Collective
The Baby Resource Center
The Bee Conservancy
The Brant Foundation
The Feath3r Theory (TF3T)
The Gotham Film & Media Institute
The HALI Foundation
The Here & There Collective
The Interstitial
The Mexican Coalition for the Empowerment 
 of Youth and Families
The Neighborhood: An Urban Center for 
     Jewish Life
The New School - Eugene Lang College of 
     Liberal Arts
The New School - Parsons School of Art & 
      Design History & Theory (ADHT)
The New School - Parsons School of 
     Constructed Environments (SCE)
The New School - Parsons School of Fashion 
     (SoF)
The One - One Project
The Possibility Project
The Tent Theater Company
The Toy Museum of NY
The Village
The Yes Lab
Times Square Arts
United Scenic Artists - Local USA 829
Urban Design League
validBodies arts project
Venza Dance
VOCAL-NY
WADE
We Love Heroes
Westhab
Witness to Mass Incarceration
York College - Dept of Institutional 
     Advancement (CUNY)
Youth Communication

13
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MFTA DONORS 
2,349,907 lbs. $15,297,316.22

127,183,540

17,987

Weight of materials donated in 2025 Value of materials received by
members in 2

Smartphones charged

Seedlings grown for ten years

Energy savings
MFTA’s 2025 stats from
above are equivalent to
the following:

DONATE

2,770,219
Miles driven by a standard passenger vehicle

Pounds of coal burned

1,208,376
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We are incredibly thankful to all of the businesses and individuals that donate to
MFTA. Below are just a few of the organizations that help us champion our
mission of creative reuse. 
3360 Design Events Ltd.
5-50 Gallery
59E59 Theaters
911 Memorial and Museum
A Plus Tape and Packaging Supply Company
Abby Walton LLC
ABC Studios LLC; American Love Story S1
Abracadabra
Abrams The Art of Books
Accoutrements, LLC
AEI Theatrical LLC
Affordable Art Fair
AH Capitol Managment LLC
Alcone Company Inc.
Alexandra Greco LLC
Alfred Inc.
Allen & Company
ALM Media
Alpha Omega Theatrical Dance Company
Alpine Global Management, LLC
Amazon MGM Studios
American Folk Art Museum
American Wing Theatre
Amherst
Amorie Incorporated
Amplify
Andrea Greco Props
Anecdote Candles
ANONYMOUS
Anugenblickstudios
Apeiro Design
Apply Stickers
ARC Com Fabric
Archaeology Magazine
Arete Living Arts Foundation
Ariela & Associates LLC
Aronsons
Arsenal New York
Art Class LLC
Art Crating Inc
Art Installation Design, LLC
Art Students League of New York
Arts Ignite
Arup US, Inc.
Asian Artist and Activities Hub

Association of Independent Commercial Producers
Atlantic Theater Company
Attic Studios
Aunts Production
Babycastles
Backpacks For The Streets
Badge Bomb
Baile Raices, Inc.
Bark Frameworks
Bathhouse Studios
Baublebar
BDP Washhouse
Be Electric
BeadKraft
Beam Center
Bek & Frohnert
Big Foot Productions, inc.
Big Indie Omega/Etoille Season 1
Big Indie Viking, INC.
Black Flower Agency
Blind Faith Productions, LLC
Bloomberg L P
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bode New York LLC
Bond Street Theatre Coalition
Bonpoint
Boomerang Theatre Company
Brewer Cantelmo LLC
BRIC Arts Media Bklyn Inc.
Bridging Education & Art Together (BEAT)
Bright Power, Inc.
Broadway Bound Kids Inc.
Broadway Cares
Broderville
Bronx River Arts Center and Gallery
Brooklyn Book Bodega
Brooklyn Bridge Park
Brooklyn Craft Company
Brooklyn Events Center LLC
Brooklyn Grooming
Bruce Thompson Creative Services, Inc.
Burberry LTD
Bureau Betak
Bureau LLC
By All Means Save Some (BAMSS) Theatre Works
By Liv Handmade
C&C Milano
C.O. Bigelow
Camp Blood Productions - Apple TV Studios

CAMP NYC, INC
Campbell Lutyens
Canal West 75 LLC
Capezio Ballet Makers
Cardinal Rule Productions
Carnegie Hall
Carolina Amato Accessories
Carrier Productions, LLC - The Diplomat
Cartesian Graphics
Cartier
Casita Maria Center for Arts and Education
Cauz for Pawz
CAVE CANEM FOUNDATION
Center For Arts Research and Alliances
Center for the Holographic Arts
Central Services Unified Court System
Chanel
Chashama
Chateau Brooklyn
Cheerfull Twentyfist Events
Chemistry Creative, Inc.
Chester Dancers
Chilewich LLC
ChipAway Productions
Citi
City Lore, Inc.
Civic Entertainment Group
Claire Oliver Gallery
Cleary Gottlieb LLP
CLINTON HILL HARDWARE,INC.
Clutch Made
Coach
CoCollective
Coin Toss, LLC "A Place in Hell" Feature Film
Colart Americas Inc
Cole Haan
Consulate General of Switzerland in New
York
Cooler Waters Productions, LLC
Coqual
Corona Youth Music Project
Cosmic Om Creations
Costume Closet NYC
Costume Cultural Society
Crossmedia NY
Crozier LLC

MFTA DONORS 
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CS Global
CTA Architects
Cullman & Kravis Associates, Inc.
Curious Jane
Curtains For You
Cutaway Collective LLC
Cynde Altheim Interiors
D & H MacGuffin Films Ltd
Dad Lighting
Dance Central Performing Arts
Danger works LLC
Daniel Arsham Inc
dansology, Inc
Darlinda Just Darlinda
David Beahm Experiences
David G. Flatt
David Gale Irrevocable Trust
David Stark, Inc.
Davines North America
DDG Frame Shop
De La Vega Designs
Dear Annabelle
Delirium Construction LLC
Design Lab Props
Designtex
DFB Sales
Diffusion PR
Discover Project LLC
Distinctive Dispays Inc
DML Marketing Group - Legale Hosiery
Doctors Without Borders USA
Dodging Film Productions LLC
DOE Projekts
Donate 2 Dance
Doris Duke Management Foundation DBA
Doris Duke Foundation.
Dova Dance
Du Val Enterprises
Dualoy Leather
Dube
Dune
DXO East, Dexter Resurrection
Eddie Borgo
Elizabeth Hayt Studio
Emergence Arts, LLC
Empire Leo Productions, LLC
Emursive Productions
Enso Piano Arts Studio
Entertainment Software Ratings Board
Estate Of Joan S Cobb
Estate Of Joeseph Gardell
Estate Of Marion Cohen
Estee Lauder Companies
Et Alia Theater
Evan Hughes Studio
Everytown for Gun Safety
Expeditors Carteret
Fabrics & Fabrics
Fabscrap
Fair Housing Justice Center
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Family McMullen Inc
FBI Most Wanted
Felice Design Studio

GFenton Creatives
Fever
Final Touch Group LLC
Find Your Skigar LLC
Fine Art Frameworks
Fireclay Tile
Fisher Landau Center for Art
FIT - Dept of Fashion Design
Flavor Paper
Foresight Theatrical
Forest House of Manhattan
Fox-Nahem
Franklin Furnace Archive
Fraunces Tavern Museum
Fremont Blue Events
Friends of Materials for the Arts (FOMA)
Friends of The High Headquarters
Furniture Xchange
FX - The Beauty
Gaetana Tornatore
Gailer Stamping & Diecutting, LLC
Gala Magriñá Design
Gap Inc , Banana Republic
Garan Inc.
Genpact LLC
GH on the Park
Giant Spoon
Girl Scouts of Greater New York
Gladstone
Glam4Good
Glenn Gissler Design
Glickman Schlesinger Architects
God's Love We Deliver
Goddard Design Co.
Golden Touch Group
Good Sense and Company
Google
Grace Church School
Grace Exhibition Space for International
Performance Art
Gradient Experience
Green Feather Foundation
Greenbacker Capital Energy
Guigon LLC
Guy Valentine LLC
GV Art Conservation LLC
H&M Fashion USA, INC.
Hanky Panky Ltd
Haptic Lab
Harry Winston
HCG
Headcount
Hearst
Heartbeat Opera
Helen of Troy
Helene Blieberg Associates LLC
Henry Street Settlement - Abrons Arts
Center
HERO Entertainment LLC
High Contrast
High Roller Productions - Poker Face S2
Hivewild Dance Company
Hollander Design
Horizon Theatre Rep
Housing Works - Day Treatment Program
Hudson Scenic Studio
Hungry For Music
Hydro Flask
Ideko
Immediate Medium
Impulse Group

In Memory Of Lindsay Mcwilliams
International Contemporary Ensemble
International Youth Fellowship
Intrinsic Technologies, Inc.
Italian Academy
IYF Manhattan
J Crew Group
J-Lan Construction LLC
JAM
Jam Architecture
Jared Lawton Production Design
Javier Irigoyen Management Corp.
Javits Convention Center
Jerry Rose Floral & Event Design
Jerry Schwartz NY
Jessica Ellis Studio
Jet Set New York
JFK International Air Terminal, LLC
Jim Henson Productions
JLD Interior Designs
JohannGPro, LLC dba “Excuse My French”
Joseph Golja
Jouffre Inc
Joy Construction Corporation
Joy of Giving Something, Inc
Judson Memorial Church
Juilliard School
Juvaro Studio
K.S. J.A.M.M. Dance Troupe
K2 Integrity
K2 World
Kairos Italy Theater
Kaos Kapital Co
Karinas Dresses
Karma Gallery
Karr Graphics Corp
Kasmin Gallery
Kate Spade
Kaufman Music Center
Kayne Designs
Keap Candles Company
KJ Brands LLC
KnitWell Group
Konduit Inc
Kraftistry
Kuhl Designs
L'Antiquaire & The Connoisseur, Inc.
La Mama Experimental Theatre Club
La Mode En Images USA
La Ribbons and Crafts INC
Ladybrass Company
Lance Woven Leather
Law & Order Organized Crime
Left/Right
Lela Rose
LeRoy Neiman and Janet Byrne Neiman
Foundation
Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art
Lightspeed
Lilac Originals
Lilly Enterprises LLC
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts
Lincoln Center Theater
LiquiDonate
Lisa Shaub New York LTD
Little Island
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Lizzie Fortunato
LMD Lewis Miller Design
Local 829 Production American Love
Locksley Shea Gallery
Low Key Editions LLC
LREI Elizabeth Irwin High School
Lucky Lu Films
Lydic Design and Production
M & S Schmalberg Inc
Macher USA
Macy's Studio
Madison Square Park Conservancy
Magic Years Pre-School
Magnum Foundation
Manhattan Class Company (MCC)
Manhattan Neighborhood Network
Manhattan Theatre Club (MTC)
Manhattan Upholstery
Marathon Jewish Community Center
Theatre Group
Marc Castle and No Anita No Productions
Marianne Boesky Gallery
Mark Cousins
Mark Hamblet
Marla Aaron Jewelry
Martin Jobes Design
Masquerade
Mattia de Luca US LLC
Max Weissman Productions
Mazarine NY LLC
Meatpacking District
Merch
MFTA Education Department
Michael Goldman Photo inc.
Michael Rosenfeld Gallery LLC
Micheal McLaughlin Photographer Inc.
Mickalene Thomas Studio
Mike & Carlee Productions
Minerva Audio Visual, Inc.
Mirror NYC
Mischa Lampert LLC
Moliere in the Park
MoMA PS1
Montefiore Einstein Campus
Moody's Corporation
Morgan Stanley
Morgan Stanley Corporate Services
Mucciolo
Municipal Arts Society
Museum of Contemporary African
Diasporian Arts (MoCADA)
Museum of Modern Art (MOMA)
Mushbone LLC
My Beautiful City
NAATCO (National Asian American Theatre
Co.)
NAMI Q/N
Nancy Brooks Brody 711 Church
Foundation
Naoko Ito Studio LLC
Native Tec
NBC Universal LLC
Neighbors BK

Nepenthes America Inc
Nespresso
Netflix Productions LLC
Netflix-Little Brother
New Project LLC
New World Stages
New York Drapery Inc.
New York Mycological Society
New York Neo-Futurists
New York Philharmonic
New York Public Library - Library Services
Center
New York Public Library - Mid Manhattan
New York Public Radio
New York Theater Workshop
Nike Inc.
No.11 Productions
NOC Productions Inc
Nordstrom
North Center Productions, Inc
North Lane International, LLC
Northern Manhattan Arts Alliance (NoMAA)
Northwell Health Lenox Hill Hospital -
Psychiatry
NSFW
NVE Experience Agency
NYC Brooklyn Borough President's Office
NYC Department of Records and
Information Services
NYC DOE - Success Academy High School of
the Liberal Arts – Manhattan
NYC DOE K112 - PS 112 Lefferts Park
NYC DOE K137 - PS/IS 37 Rachel Jean
Mitchell
NYC DOE K376 - PS 376 Felisa Rincon de
Gautier School of Technology
NYC DOE K485 - High School of
Telecommunication Arts and Technology
NYC DOE K536 - Community Roots
Elementary School Campus
NYC DOE K561 - Williamsburg Preparatory
School
NYC DOE M047 - "47" The American Sign
Language and English Secondary School
NYC DOE M167 - JHS 167 Robert F. Wagner
NYC DOE M276 - Battery Park City School
NYC DOE M450 - East Side Community
School
NYC DOE M964 - Central Park East II
NYC DOE Q107 - PS 107 Thomas A Dooley
NYC DOE Q176 - PS 176 Cambria Heights
NYC DOE Q184 - PS 184 Flushing Manor
NYC DOE Q227 - IS 227 Louis Armstrong
Middle School
NYC DOE Q235 - IS 235 Academy for New
Americans
NYC DOE Q525 - Townsend Harris High
School
NYC DOE Q580 - Baccalaureate School for
Global Education
NYC DOE Q706 - Our World Neighborhood 1
Astoria Elementary
NYC DOE Q706 - Our World Neighborhood 1
Middle School
NYC DOE X129 - MS 129 Academy for
Independent Learning and Leadership
NYC DOE X382 - PS 382 Elementary School
for Math, Science, and Technology
YC DOE X398 - Bronx Community Charter
School

NNYC Fair Trade Coalition
NYC Health + Hospitals - Lincoln
NYC Independent Budget Office
NYC Kids Rise
NYC Office of the Mayor - Gracie Mansion
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic
Preservation
Old Sound Room Performance Ensemble Inc.
On Site Opera
One Brooklyn Health - Interfaith Medical
Center
OneGroup
Only Make Believe
Only Murders In The Building
Oxford University Press
Oye Group
P Kaufmann Company
Painters Forum
Paradice Palase
Paramount +
Paramount Global
Patagonia
Pavarini Design
Payless Carpet & Tile
Peanut Butter & Imagination
Pearl River
Pembrooke & Ives
PepsiCo, Inc.
Perkins & Will
Petite Fleur Cake
Pew Pew
PH Design
Phantom Limb LLC
Pickpocket Productions
Pink Wallet Productions
Plant Specialists
Playwrights Horizons Theater School
Pop Printing Inc
Poster House
Precise AV Inc.
PrimaLux Media
Primary Stages Company
Print Center New York
Prodject
Project X Ventures
Prose
Prose on Pixels
Puppet Heap
Queens Collaborative
Queens Public Library - Broadway Branch
Queens Public Library - Central Library
Queens Public Library- Hunters Point
Branch
Quest Life Long Learning/ Cuny Brooklyn
Radical Media
Rafael de Cardenas Ltd
Rag & Bone
Rainbow Tape
Raiola Co.
Ramaz School
Rare Edition - Star Children Dress Company
Razor Productions
RCANO Events
Rebecca Kate Designs
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DONATE

Rebeltoft LLC
Recess Art
Red Bull Theater
Redz Inc
Reiki Essence Healing Arts LLC
Restore Clothing LLC
Rheaply
Rhyman Designs
Riemer | Braunstein LLP
Right Hand Productions
Rise Puno Studios
Rita Perthun Estate
RJI NYC LTD DBA Raja Jewels
Robinson Films, Inc.
Rococo Design
Rogers and Goffigon
Rose Brand
Roxanne Assoulin
RWS Global
RWS Group
SA Hospitality Group
Sage and Coombe Architects
Saint David's School
Salesforce
Samuel & Sons
Sarah Caye Productions
Satriano Transportation
Saturday Night Live
Save The Arts Group
School of Visual Arts
Schrödinger, Inc.
SCO Family of Services - Flushing Family
Residence / After-School Program
Sculptor Capital Management
Sculpture Center Gallery
SEAM USA LLC
Second Stage Theater
Sequence Events
Sequins LLC
Set And Effects LLC
Seth Price Studio
Sets and Effects, LLC
Sets by Sara
Shadow Traffic Productions
Sherry Brous Interiors
Shiseido Americas
Sidotti Decor
Siegelson's Diamonds Inc
Simi Linton
Simply Interior Homes
Sizemore Color Studios LLC
Smart Sets By Sam
Smash Broadway LLC
Snitow-Kaufman Productions
Society of the Educational Arts (SEA)
Socrates Sculpture Park
SoHo Playhouse
Soho Repertory Theatre
Solar One
Solomon R Guggenheim Museum
Some Such Productions

Sony
Sony Pictures - Caught Stealing
South Side Art & Action
Southwest Airlines
St. Lifer Fine Art, Inc
Stairwell Theater
Starboard Value
STARCAM PRODUCTIONS, LLC - Apple TV
Studios
Stephanie Keylin Design
Stitch NYC
Storefront for Art and Architecture
Stortz Lighting Inc
Streiker Center
Studio DB
Studio Four
Studio in a School Association
Studio Museum in Harlem
Studio of Tauba Auerbach
Studio RRD
Studio'Kanjii Ish Inc
Sue Rock Originals Everyone
Sullivan
Superhero Clubhouse
Sure We Can
SwimJim, Inc.
Swiss Institute
Synetics Systems Engineering Corp.
T & P Productions
Tactical Empathy, LLC
Tait Productions
TAIT TOWERS
Tap Fusion
Tawana Schlegel Design
TCS LOUISIANA PRODUCTIONS 5 INC.
TCS US Productions 36 INC (The Devil Wears
Prada 2)
TEN TEN NYC
Tent
That Old Hillside
The Bargain Boutique
The Beast In Me
The Bindery
The Bushwick Starr
The Chair Company
The Civilians
The Classical Theatre of Harlem
The Crafter's Workshop
The Drew Barrymore Show
The Estate of Lois Zenkel
The Exponential Festival
The Free Store Project
The Futuro Media Group
The Garden Club of America
The Gathery
The House of McQueen
The Jewish Museum
The John A Hartford
The Kingdom Productions
The Lambs
The Line Studio
The MAP Theater
The Metropolitan Museum of Art
The New York Conservatory for Dramatic
Arts Foundation
The Past Goes Fast - Bruce Springstein film
The Public Theater
The Resident Acting Company
The Robert Indiana Legacy Initiative LLC

The Sak
The Stuart Krichevsky Literary Agency
The Tank
The Wiz Tour
The Yoga Room
Theater For A New Audience
Thomas Preti Catering
Thrive Collective
Thrive Physical Therapy
Thumb Prod SPV Inc
Tiffany & CO
Todo Productions LLC
Tomorrow Lab
Torn Out Theater
Tory Burch - omlog usa inc
Tribeca Film Festival Institute
Trilok Fusion Arts, Inc.
Triloka
Turner Thompson Partners
Tutu School Boerum Hill
Two Seven Inc
ULM
Under Wonder
Unifi Asset Management
Union Square Partnership
Universal Television - The Equalizer
UP Theater Company Inc
Urban Zen
Veerah
Verizon
Vers :: Clothing for People
Vintage Black Label
Wacoal America, Inc.
Warner Bros Pictures - F.A.S.T.
Warner Bros. Discovery
Warner Music Group
Waste to Wonder Network Operations LTD.
Waterwell Productions
Westpoint Home
White Cube
White Plains Disney
White Workroom
Whitney Museum of American Art
Wild Buzz Agency
Wildenstein & Co. Inc
Wildlife Conservation Society - Central Park
Zoo
Winger Productions
Wingspace
Wirecutter
Wizard Studios
WMAAC Residencies
Wojtal Puppets
Women's Project & Production
Woodlawn Conservancy
Work of Art Holdings
Work Productions
Working and Learning Together Electronics
Recycling (WALTER)
World Vision
WPP Media
YDEO PRODUCTIONS INC
YDS Art
Yoma Textiles
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Hours Completed

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000

High School & College

Individuals

Corporate

Nonprofit Organizations

BY THE NUMBERS

14,879 
Total volunteer

and intern hours

286 
Average hours

per week

41 
Average volunteers and

interns per week

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

VOLUNTEER

MFTA relies upon volunteers to keep
our 35,000-square-foot warehouse
organized. Our roster of volunteers
ranges from corporate groups and
retirees to college students and
nonprofit community organizations —
all of whom make a difference in our
warehouse and across New York City.

In 2025, 178 volunteers and interns
completed a total of 14,879 hours at
the warehouse.

2025 Volunteer Contribution  Breakdown

4115 hours

4984 hours

4028 hours

2094 hours

VOLUNTEERING AT MFTA
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CORPORATECORPORATE
Adobe 
American Eagle Outfitters 
Atelier Ace 
Bloomberg 
Brookfield 
CAS Trips 
City Winery 
Cover Genius 
CTA Architects 
DayGlo Presents/Relix Media Group 
Deutsche Bank 
Ellenhorn

NON-PROFITNON-PROFIT

Richemont Americas 
Russel Reynolds 
Shutterstock 
Sotheby's 
Spare-lt 
Sullivan 
The Broadway League 
Tiffany and Co. 
Winebow 
Workday 

AHRC 
AmeriCorps 
Birch Family Services 
Bridges to Success 
Comadres Bordadoras 
Goodwill 
Hellen Keller Services for the Blind
JCC Manhattan Engage 
Las Comadres 
 

Mayor's Office of Economic Opportunity
Pluma Poetica 
QSAC 
Queens Center for Progress
Queens College Inclusion Program SCO Family Services 
Shop Re-purpose 
The Door 
Community Options 

A volunteer from Estée Lauder assists in MFTA’s warehouse. Photo courtesy of MFTA.

22

Estée Lauder
F&G 
Giant Spoon 
Jet Blue 
Marla Aaron 
Morgan Stanley 
New York City Football Club 
Optum 
OXO/Helen of Troy 
Prose x Blocal 
RAPP 
Reddit



With the help of our volunteers, we’re able to serve our
membership base consisting of nearly 5,000 organizations. 

With the help of our volunteers, we’re able to serve our
membership base consisting of nearly 5,000 organizations. 

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORTFRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

23



SUPPORTSUPPORT

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORTFRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

24



FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

SUPPORT

These are just a few of the individuals, corporations, and foundations that generously donate to Materials for the Arts.
With their support, we’re able to sustain our various programming, including but not limited to: field trips, the Repair
program, the Young Designers program, Artists and Designers-in-Residence, and our Third Thursday programming.

Individual Donors

Adelaide Morgan
Ali Davis
Andrea Putnam
Andrew Seiken
Anelle Miller
Anita Durst
Anne Culhane
Anne MacDonald
Anthony Capua
April Bignell
Aronson's Inc.
Aviva Moster
Beth Tomkiewicz
Bonnie & Doug Weill
Brian & Cindy Gavin
Brian Segel
Cameron Amstater
Caroline Towbin
Catherine Cuthell
Cecilia Kalomeris
Chloe Hughes
Christie Perfetti Williams
Cindy Weissblatt
Craig Price
David Robinson
Dilara Bugdayci
Dori and Michael Fishbin
Edward Jones

Eduardo Duarte
Elizabeth Velazquez
Faith Ryan
Fashion Center DMA, Inc.
Fidelity Charitable DAF
Frank Gulli
Galia & Axel Stawski
Gina Fuchs
Grahame Hubbard
Harriet Taub
Jamie Bennett
Jane Barrell Yadav
Jane and Robert Matluck
Janet Wong-King
Jean Cross
Jennifer Ifil-Ryan
Jeremy Proville
Jessica Baker Vodoor
Jessica Iseman-Waite
Jesus Linares
Jirina Ribbens
Joy Suarez
Julie Raskin
Justin Ahiyon
Karen Feuer
Karin Fisch
Katherine Dannenberg
Katherine Shen

Katherine Shen
Kathleen Hughes
Kelvin Lee
Kevin Torres
Kurt Rieke
Laura Limonic
Lauren Gibbs
Lavori Sterling Foundation Inc.
Lina Puerta
Lisa Gold
Lisa Lindvall
Liz Parker
Luke Hayman
Marla Aaron
Michael Hall
Michael Swift
Modesto Jimenez
Nisha Baliga
Perla Joe Maalouly
Peter Cramer
Primo Lasana
Rachel Rader
Raymond James and Associates
Ricardo Rios
Rick Davy
Ron Prince
Ruth Mandl
Ryan Max
Samit Shah

 A Special Thanks to Our 2025
Supporters and In-Kind Donors 
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 2025 Supporters Continued
SUPPORT

Individual Donors
(cont.)
Scott Resnick
Scott Shorter
Shanti Nayak
Shaun Leonardo
Shirley Levy
Steffi Green
Sue Resnick
Todd Arden
Valerie Bove
Valerie Fristachi
Vanguard Charitable DAF
Workshop
Yazmany Arboleda
Yolanda Shashaty

Corporate Donors 
A&O Shearman
Adobe
AEO Inc.
Bloomberg
Brookfield
Brown Advisory
Chanel
Con Edison
Cover Genius
Deutsche Bank
Giant Spoon
Kimball Electronics, Inc.

Anonymous
A G Foundation
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
J Whitney Stevens Giving Fund
Laurie M. Tisch Foundation
Neiman Foundation
Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Mathis Pfohl Foundation
Neuwirth Foundation
New York Community Trust
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Walentas Foundation Ltd.
YoungArts

Marriott Moxy Times Square
Michael Adank
Nespresso USA
Oxo
Prose Hair
Reddit
Richemont
Russell Reynolds Associates
See NYC
Shutterstock
Sotheby's
Sullivan NYC
Tapestry, Inc.
The Domain Companies
The Foundry LIC, LLC
Workday

Foundations 
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MFTA Stats
By the ###

6,761
Students received education through
the MFTA Education Center

2,216
Teachers and community-based
educators instructed by MFTA In-
school Teaching Artists

982
Members of the general public
attended our Third Thursday and
Gallery events

8,000+
Yearly visitors to the MFTA
Gallery

5,000+
Members of the general public
attended our outreach events

344
Teachers across 11 courses
received intensive education
through our P-Credit Courses

18
Art classes were taught to visiting
colleges

21
In-school Residencies

3
 Artists-in-Residence with
subsequent exhibitions at the MFTA
Warehouse

3
Designers-in-Residence

PROGRAMMING
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PROGRAMMING

MFTA offers professional development workshops to teach
educators how to incorporate non-traditional art materials into
their curriculum. In 2025, MFTA held 9 professional development
courses, benefitting 254 teachers, 90 of which were Title I
educators who received a scholarship to attend
their course free of charge! 

Taught by MFTA teaching  artists Joy Suarez and Louie Miranda,
our project-based learning workshops have included fabric and
fiber,  instrument making, costumes, and animation. At MFTA we
believe we can expand our impact to more students by training
teachers.

2025 Courses Offered:

Paper Maker 
Props, Puppets and Set Design 
Posters to Podcasts: Art and Social Activism 
Raw Fibers: The Art of Fabric 
Paper: Pulp to Fiction 
Animation: Storytelling for a Culturally Responsive
Sustaining Classroom 

Teachers participate in a PD class led by Master Teaching Artist Joy Suarez. Photo courtesy of MFTA.

28



FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

During the year, MFTA welcomed 6,622 students through 275 field
trips, including 235 free visits, providing young people with
opportunities to explore sustainability, creativity, and artistic
expression using reclaimed materials.

MFTA's In-School Residency program brought creative reuse directly
into classrooms across New York City, partnering with 21 schools to
provide hands-on arts education that fostered creativity,
environmental awareness, and problem-solving skills. During the
year, the program engaged more than 500 teachers and over 4,000
students, expanding access to arts learning while helping educators
integrate sustainability and creative thinking into everyday
instruction.

Ed
uc

at
io

n  
   

Students participate in the repair program at Materials for the Arts. Photo courtesy of MFTA.

Programs
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FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

Throughout 2025, the Materials for the Arts
Gallery showcased a dynamic lineup of artists
whose work celebrated creativity, sustainability,
and the transformative potential of reclaimed
materials. Solo exhibitions featured Daveed
Baptiste, Natsuki Takauji, Magda Love, and Mary
Mattingly, each offering visitors unique
perspectives on contemporary art through the
lens of reuse and environmental stewardship. The
gallery also presented a group exhibition
featuring members of MFTA's Artist Cohort—
Justin Sterling, Armita Raafat, Ronen Gamil, and
Baseera Khan—highlighting the innovative work
of artists engaged in creative reuse.
Complementing the exhibition program, MFTA's
free Third Thursday series and evening
workshops transformed the gallery into a vibrant
community gathering space. Throughout the year,
visitors attended exhibition openings, Sketch
Nights, a special jazz performance featuring
Justin Sterling and Daveed Baptiste, a clothing
swap and mending workshop led by Victor
Pearlman, a tea ceremony with Eri Shoji, a live
storytelling event with The Moth.

Image from Artist-in-Residence Magda Love’s exhibition, “Manos Que Tejen Luz,” photo courtesy of
Anna Droddy.

Magda Love- “Manos Que
Tejen Luz”

Daveed Baptiste- “Soaring
High”

Natsuki Takauji – “Temporal
Belonging”

2025 Exhibitions:

M
FTA Gallery

GALLERY

30



FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

July – Summer art show opening 
August – Summer Family Night
September – Natsuki Takauji opening 
September – Sketch Night 
October – Magda Love opening 
November – Jazz Night with Justin Sterling and
Daveed Baptiste 
December – Clothes Swap and Mending with
Victor Pearlman 

Third Thursday Programming:

Community members attend the Sketch Night event. Photo courtesy of MFTA.

Community members attend the August Third Thursday: Black Dye Event Led by
Victor Pearlman. Photo courtesy of Anna Droddy.

31

Event attendees in the MFTA warehouse. Photo courtesy
 of Sam Urdang.



MFTASocials

FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

Collaborated with the City of New York on a
segment of “I’m Your NYC Neighbor.”
> The social media collab garnered 643k views.
Received CBS news coverage as a result of that
@nycgov collab. 
> The post highlighting the segment received 328k

views. 
Promoted our Artists and Designers-in-Residence
programs, including Daveed Baptiste’s formal
opening and closing of his exhibition. 

A few posts promoting Baptiste’s closing reception
received high engagement, ranging from nearly 
85k impressions to 162k impressions. 

>

In 2025 MFTA:  

Psst... These are just a few highlights! Take a look at the big picture
yourself and visit our Instagram page @materialsforthearts. 
Psst... These are just a few highlights! Take a look at the big picture
yourself and visit our Instagram page @materialsforthearts. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anelle
Miller

Bonnie
Weissblatt Weill
Board Chair
Emrita

Rick
Davy

Mattie
Byrneheim
Board Chair

Allison
Arden

Marla
Aaron

Grahame
Hubbard
Treasurer

Luke 
Hayman

Shirley 
Levy
Vice Chair

Robert
Jenkins
Secretary

Scott
Resnick

FOMA Board Members
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Janet
Wong

Yolanda 
Shashaty

Gonzalo
Casals
Honorary Board
Member

Samit
Shah

FOMA Board Members

34

Barbara Braun
Honorary Board
Member



Tara
Sansone
Executive
Director

Meg 
O’Brien
Director of
Development

John 
Cloud Kaiser
Director of
Education

Broc 
Power
Director of
Operations
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STAFF

MFTA Staff

Alexandros
Barbayianis
Media &
Entertainment
Logistics
Coordinator

Stephon
Archer
Warehouse
Associate

Austin Braxton-
Smith
Development
Manager

Maria 
Canela
Community
Liaison

Denise 
Flynch
Volunteer
Coordinator

Bliss 
Green-Morehead
Digital
Communications
Manager

Malik Dillahunt
Field Donations
Coordinator

Nick
Duguid
Driver
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MFTA Staff

Niceli Portugal
Constantine
Education
Coordinator

Daniel 
Larkin
Direct Donations
Coordinator

Finn
Love
Volunteer
Recruitment/
AmeriCorps
Member

Louie 
Miranda
Teaching Artist

Will 
Niedmann
Education
Coordinator

Samantha
Paradiso
Communications
Coordinator

Brian 
Phillips
Cleaning Staff

Jose 
Rosa
Warehouse
Associate

Yolanda
Rodriguez
Office 
Administrator

Natasha
Sookrah
Development 
Manager

Chris 
Trainor
Warehouse 
Associate

Joy Suarez
Master Teaching
Artist
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STAFF

Jonathan
Valentin
Warehouse
Associate

Andres 
Velez-Sierra
Warehouse
Associate

37

MFTA Staff



FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

See notes to financial statements.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

See accompanying notes and independent accountants' review report.
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33-00 Northern Blvd
Friends of Materials for the Arts

mftanyc
materialsforthearts
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	ANNUAL REPORT
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS
	ANNUAL REPORT
	ear Friends,
	Over the course of my career as a curator, I’ve worked with cultural
	organizations and artists all over our city.
	After seeing countless projects brought to life by the materials and programs at Materials for the Arts (MFTA), I can say without exaggeration: this is one of the most beloved parts of our agency. Mention MFTA in a room full of New York City artists, and you are guaranteed a round of applause. One of the many joys of returning to the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA) as commissioner is that I get to spend more time at the MFTA warehouse. When budgets are tight and projects seem impossible —

	MFTA can open doors to new possibilities. Last year, MFTA collected over 2.4 million pounds of materials and gave them a second life in the hands of artists, students, educators, and cultural workers around the city. From MFTA’s partnership with MOME to expand relationships in the film, television, and theater industries, to the creation of the Designer-in-Residence, Young Designers, and Repair program, the amazing team at MFTA continues to consider ways to expand its support for artists and young New Yorkers.

	“Materials for the Arts brings affordability to studios, galleries, stages, and classrooms across the city while also pointing us to a greener, more sustainable future.”
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

	ANNUAL REPORT
	Affordability is at the heart of the Mamdani Administration’s agenda to build a city where New Yorkers of all backgrounds can live and work with dignity. Materials for the Arts brings affordability to studios, galleries, stages, and classrooms across the city while also pointing us to a greener, more sustainable future. As Commissioner, I continue to ask what a city built by and for artists looks like. Continuing to support MFTA’s work is one key answer to this.
	I would like to thank the Friends of Materials for the Arts board of directors for their dedication to MFTA’s work. I am also grateful to the material and financial donors for their continued support and advocacy. And none of this would be possible without MFTA Executive Director Tara Sansone’s expansive and generous vision, and the staff’s unwavering dedication to this mission and spirit of this place. On behalf of all New Yorkers — thank you.
	Sincerely,
	Diya Vij
	Commissioner
	NYC Department of Cultural Affairs



	DCLA COMMISSIONER
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT
	ANNUAL REPORT
	ear Friends,
	I would like to express my gratitude for the public-private partnership between  Materials for the Arts and Friends of Materials for the Arts.
	We know better than anyone that it takes a village, and it's the combination of these two entities that helps us champion our mission as well as we do.
	This year, our walls came tumbling down — literally! With the support of renowned firm CO Adaptive, we were fortunate enough to expand our facilities to unify our various programs —Artist-in-Residence program, Designer-in-Residence program, the Repair program, and our Young Designers program— into one place, fostering collaboration and cross-pollination among MFTA’s residency programs. In alignment with MFTA’s mission and CO Adaptive’s commitment to reducing the carbon impact of the building sector, the firm designed and built the new studio space in MFTA’s warehouse made entirely from reused, donated, and salvaged materials, sourced mostly from our 35,000-square-foot sustainability warehouse. For the first time, the new studio space unifies all of our pioneering residency programs in one place. 

	“...Our work is ever-evolving, and what once originated as a community-sourced refrigerator has grown into a full-scale operation dedicated to diverting an average of four million pounds of materials from landfills which serves New Yorkers across the five boroughs.”

	LETTER    FROM    THE
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT
	ANNUAL REPORT
	I find this physical transformation of our space a compelling analogy for our organization’s growth. Initially our front office, this space became a pallet room for large-quantity donations, and now serves as an incubator for creativity as various artists and designers come through our warehouse and transform our gallery with their work. Similarly, our work is ever-evolving, and what once originated as a community-sourced refrigerator has grown into a full-scale operation dedicated to diverting an average of four million pounds of materials from landfill which serve New Yorkers across the five boroughs.
	From redesigning our space to bolstering our workforce development programs (Repair Program, Young Designers program) to showcasing artists like Daveed Baptiste, Magda Love, Natsuki Takauji, and more,
	and I could not be more grateful for the expanding reach of our programming. At MFTA, every day is an opportunity to positively impact New Yorkers, and with the help of our team, we’re so fortunate to do just that.
	‘Til Next Time,
	Tara Sansone
	Executive Director
	Materials for the Arts
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	Mission
	Materials for the Arts (MFTA) is a program of the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs and New York City’s premier creative
	reuse center. From our warehouse to all five boroughs,
	we connect and inspire local students and teachers,
	artists and non-profits, with materials and programs
	to imagine a more creative and sustainable future.
	Friends of Materials for the Arts (FOMA) is MFTA’s non-profit partner, supporting and guiding the organization’s major
	initiatives and goals.
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT

	RECEIVE
	DONATE
	DONATE
	DONATE
	DONATE
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	MFTA DONORS
	$15,297,316.22
	2,349,907 lbs.
	Weight of materials donated in 2025
	Value of materials received by members in 2

	127,183,540
	Smartphones charged
	Energy savings
	MFTA’s 2025 stats from above are equivalent to the following:



	2,770,219
	Miles driven by a standard passenger vehicle

	1,208,376
	Pounds of coal burned

	17,987
	Seedlings grown for ten years
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	VOLUNTEER

	VOLUNTEERING AT MFTA
	BY THE NUMBERS
	14,879
	286
	2025 Volunteer Contribution  Breakdown
	2094 hours
	4028 hours
	4115 hours
	4984 hours



	SUPPORT

	2025 Supporters Continued
	Individual Donors (cont.)
	Scott Resnick
	Scott Shorter
	Shanti Nayak
	Shaun Leonardo
	Shirley Levy
	Steffi Green
	Sue Resnick
	Todd Arden
	Valerie Bove
	Valerie Fristachi
	Vanguard Charitable DAF
	Workshop
	Yazmany Arboleda
	Yolanda Shashaty

	Foundations
	Anonymous
	A G Foundation
	Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
	Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
	J Whitney Stevens Giving Fund
	Laurie M. Tisch Foundation
	Neiman Foundation
	Lily Auchincloss Foundation
	Mathis Pfohl Foundation
	Neuwirth Foundation
	New York Community Trust
	Stavros Niarchos Foundation
	Walentas Foundation Ltd.
	YoungArts

	Corporate Donors
	A&O Shearman
	Adobe
	AEO Inc.
	Bloomberg
	Brookfield
	Brown Advisory
	Chanel
	Con Edison
	Cover Genius
	Deutsche Bank
	Giant Spoon
	Kimball Electronics, Inc.
	Marriott Moxy Times Square
	Michael Adank
	Nespresso USA
	Oxo
	Prose Hair
	Reddit
	Richemont
	Russell Reynolds Associates
	See NYC
	Shutterstock
	Sotheby's
	Sullivan NYC
	Tapestry, Inc.
	The Domain Companies
	The Foundry LIC, LLC
	Workday
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT


	PROGRAMMING
	MFTA Stats
	By the ###

	8,000+
	Yearly visitors to the MFTA Gallery

	344
	Teachers across 11 courses received intensive education through our P-Credit Courses

	6,761
	Students received education through the MFTA Education Center
	In-school Residencies

	5,000+
	Members of the general public attended our outreach events
	Art classes were taught to visiting colleges

	2,216
	Teachers and community-based educators instructed by MFTA In-school Teaching Artists

	982
	Members of the general public attended our Third Thursday and Gallery events
	Artists-in-Residence with subsequent exhibitions at the MFTA Warehouse
	Designers-in-Residence
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — BOARD PACKET


	Professional
	Development
	PROGRAMMING
	Paper Maker
	Props, Puppets and Set Design
	Posters to Podcasts: Art and Social Activism
	Raw Fibers: The Art of Fabric
	Paper: Pulp to Fiction
	Animation: Storytelling for a Culturally Responsive Sustaining Classroom

	2025 Courses Offered:


	Education
	PROGRAMMING
	Programs
	During the year, MFTA welcomed 6,622 students through 275 field trips, including 235 free visits, providing young people with opportunities to explore sustainability, creativity, and artistic expression using reclaimed materials.
	MFTA's In-School Residency program brought creative reuse directly into classrooms across New York City, partnering with 21 schools to provide hands-on arts education that fostered creativity, environmental awareness, and problem-solving skills. During the year, the program engaged more than 500 teachers and over 4,000 students, expanding access to arts learning while helping educators integrate sustainability and creative thinking into everyday instruction.
	FRIENDS OF MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS — ANNUAL REPORT



	Community members attend the August Third Thursday: Black Dye Event Led by Victor Pearlman. Photo courtesy of Anna Droddy.
	MFTA Socials
	In 2025 MFTA:
	Collaborated with the City of New York on a segment of “I’m Your NYC Neighbor.”
	The social media collab garnered 643k views.
	Received CBS news coverage as a result of that @nycgov collab.
	The post highlighting the segment received 328k views.
	Promoted our Artists and Designers-in-Residence programs, including Daveed Baptiste’s formal opening and closing of his exhibition.
	A few posts promoting Baptiste’s closing reception received high engagement, ranging from nearly
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